Introduction:Corneal diseases constitute a significant cause of visual impairment and blindness in the developing world. The number of corneal transplants done is far less than required due to the lack of donor cornea. A well-informed and motivatedmedical and paramedical staff can increase the rate of eye donation by counseling grief-stricken relatives of the deceased for eye donation. Objective: To assess the awareness of the medical and paramedical staff of a medical institute about eye donation. Materials and methods:This was a cross-sectional study. A self-designed, standardized,single-response type questionnaire on eye donation awarenesswas prepared and circulated in all the departments of our institute. Results: Of the 395 participants, 317(80.5%) were aware of eye donation, 312(80%) knew that the cornea is used for eye donation and 294(76%) knew that the ideal time for eye donation is within six hours of death. Only 286(72.4%) knew about pledging for eye donation and only 251(65.4%) consented fora pledge of their eyes. Of those who did not want to pledge, 12(14.8%) had religious reasons, 9(11.1%) feared disfigurement, 9(11.1%) thought that they might be born blind in their next birth and 51(63%) had some other reasons. Conclusion: There is a need for regular eye donation awareness programs not only in the community but even for the medical and paramedical staff in hospitals and medical colleges. This will ultimately enhance the eye donation program in the country to help copewith the backlog in the long term.
Introduction
Diseases affecting the cornea are a major cause of blindness worldwide, second only to cataract. Approximately 18.7 million people are blind in India and 190,000 people are blind from bilateral corneal disease (Report of the national survey by the national program for the control of blindness, India, and the World Health Organization, 1986-89) and every year another 20,000 join the list (Saini JS et al, 1996) . A recent study from South India reported the prevalence of corneal blindness as 0.13%(95% CI: 0.06-0.24). This constituted 9 % of all the blindness reported in this study .
Ocular trauma and corneal ulceration are significant causes of corneal blindness in developing countries (Smith GTH et al 1991) ; these are often under-reported, but may be responsible for 1.5-2 million new cases of monocular blindness every year. It is estimated that approximately 840,000 persons develop a corneal ulcer every year in India, which is 30 times the number of corneal ulcers seen yearly in the United States (Gonzales CA et al 1996) .
The causes of childhood blindness include Xerophthalmia, Ophthalmia neonatorum and less frequently seen, ocular disease such as herpes simplex virus infection and vernal keratoconjuntivitis.
There is a severe shortage of donor eyes in India. The current cornea procurement rate is 22,000 per year and a significant number of donor cornea isunsuitable for corneal transplant (Dandona R et al 1999) .We would need approximately 277,000 donor eyes to perform 100,000 corneal transplants in a year in this country (Saini JS 1997) . This is approximately twenty times the number of donor eyes currently available in India.
The maximum number of deaths occurs in the hospitals. Since the present medical and nursing students are the future health-care providers for the community, well-informed medical students and the staff of the hospitals are expected to influence eye-donation rates. This study was designed to assess the awareness and attitude of medical and the paramedical staffs including the medical and the nursing students towards the cause of eye donation and their willingness to pledge their eyes.
Materials and methods
This was a prospective study, conducted in the year 2010-11, among the faculty, senior and junior residents, MBBS students, nursing students, nursing staff, paramedical and other staff members of our institute. A self-designed, standardized, single-response type questionnaire on eye donation awareness comprising 20 multiple choice questions was prepared and circulated in all the departments of our institute. The respondents were requested to answer all the questions without revealing their identity. All the participants were grouped into any one of the following categories: 1. Faculty 2. Residents (Junior and Senior) 3. MBBS students 4. Staff nurses 5. Nursing students 6. Paramedical staff 7. Others including the ministerial staff.
Statistics
The responses were compared and statistically analyzed using chi-square test.Those participants who did not mark any response for a particular question were not included in the statistical analysis of the responses to that question. The statistical values have been given in the tables. 
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In our study, 317(80.5%) of the respondents were aware of eye donation among which 114 (79.2%) were medical students and 38(77.6%) were nursing students, compared to another study where 99.4% of the medical students (Singh MM et al, 2007) and 96.8% of the nursing students (Gupta A et al, 2009) were aware that eyes could be donated after death. In this study, 294(76% ) of the respondents knew that the ideal time of donation is within 6 hours of death as compared to the study among medical students (Singh MM et al, 2007) where 50% knew the ideal time of eye donation and 32.8% of the nursing students (Gupta A et al, 2009 ) knew the same. Another study on medical and non-medical students also In Chandigarh, hospital deaths account for 70% of the urban deaths (Saini JS, 1997) ; and on assuming a similar ratio for the country, it should be feasible to achieve 50% coverage for soliciting eye donation if eye banks concentrate their resources on hospital deaths. This strategy should help the country have a ten-fold increase in the number of donor eyes. Thus, it is necessary to increase eye donation awareness within the hospital staff who can encourage eye donations by motivation and acting as grief counselors for the hospital deaths, which comprise a major chunk of the total deaths. Eye donation awareness programs should be organized in the hospitals to increase awareness among the hospital staff.
Conclusion
It is very clear from this and other similar studies that there is a lack of eye donation awareness not only in the general public but also amongst the medical and paramedical staff in our country. So it is very essential to try to raise the eyedonation awareness of the medical care providers simply because these are the people who can most effectively motivate the masses for eye donation. This will definitely help to increase the number of eye donations and there by to decrease the overall prevalence of corneal blindness in our country.
